Religion or Revival

By Jeremy Pruitt

Malachi 2 & 3

There are some among us today who

believe that revival is both improbable

and impossible, but I am convinced now

more than ever before that God wants to

revive His people! I believe God wants

His church to be on fire, faithful and obedient; sharing the gospel and living holy! I

believe God wants His church to be living

and walking in continuous, 

Holy Ghost revival!

Now, while I do believe that this is

what God wants to do, I also believe that

the people of God are readily willing to settle

for religion instead. Let’s face reality:

we are living in a day when most people

sitting on church pews are more interested

in style than substance; they’d rather hear

man’s thoughts than God’s truth and be

carnal in lifestyle rather than Christ-like.

This was the case concerning the nation

of Israel during the days of Malachi,

a prophet of the Lord who preached and

ministered during the days of the governor,

Nehemiah. In Nehemiah 8 we read

that Israel experienced a great revival. The

people hungered for the Word of God; they

revered the Word of God; they were humble

and contrite of spirit; and they were

broken-hearted over their sin and over

the sin of their fathers. They mourned,

grieved, confessed and repented of their

sin. Then they shouted, sang and praised

the Lord! God had done a great work; the

people responded in faith and obedience,

and the Lord revived their spirits!

But somewhere along the way, the people

of God who had once burned hot for

the Lord had grown cold, and indifferent

towards Him! When the prophet Malachi

came on the scene, He confronted a sinful,

rebellious, people. But they refused to listen

to God’s man and rejected God, so the

Lord gave them exactly what they wanted:

silence. After Malachi, 400 years would

pass before God would speak to His people

again through John the Baptist. Now, the

question becomes: How did this happen?

How did the people of Israel go from revival

to religion? And perhaps even more importantly,

how can the church today know

if she has revival or religion?

Let me suggest two things that led to

Israel’s sinful condition. First, there was

A Corrupt Priesthood. The priests had

become apathetic: 2: 1-2, says, “… And

now, O priests, this commandment is

for you. If you will not hear, and if you

will not take it to heart, to give glory to

My name, says the Lord of hosts, I will

send a curse upon you, and I will curse

your blessings. Yes I have cursed them

already, because you do not take it to

heart…” The priests of the Lord had a

duty to serve in the temple and minister before

God and to God’s people. When men

needed forgiveness for sin, they would

come to the priest for help in offering their

sacrifices to God. Priests were to give the

understanding of the Law to the people

through preaching God’s Word and helping

the people to know how it applied to

their lives. This was the responsibility of

the priests, and God says that the priests

did “… not take it to heart…” The priests

had become apathetic!

Now consider the context of our day:

the Bible indicates in Acts 6 that the two

main duties of the preacher are to pray and

to preach! More than anything else the

preacher is to pray, preach, and prepare for

doing so! In looking at the preachers of our

day, are diligence and faithfulness to discharge

the duties of prayer and the ministry

of the Word prevalent? A lot can be said

about the church when preachers give more

of their time and attention to the desires of

the flesh and to the whims and wishes of

the people rather than to the duties and

responsibilities given by God! Something

is wrong when the preacher would rather

spend more time on the golf course than

he would in the prayer closet! Something

is wrong when the preacher spends more

time working on the latest advertising campaign

for church promotion than he does in

the study on his face before the Lord getting

a message from God’s Word to preach

to God’s people! This is apathy!

The priests had also become acidic.

Malachi 2: 7-9, says, “… For the lips of a

priest should keep knowledge, and people

should seek the law from his mouth;

for he is the messenger of the Lord of

hosts. But you have departed from the

way; you have caused many to stumble

at the law. You have corrupted the covenant

of Levi, says the Lord of hosts.

Therefore I also have made you contemptible

and base before all the people,

because you have not kept My ways

but have shown partiality in the law…”

Acidic means “corrosive.” Acid eats away

at the structure or integrity

of an object. The

Bible teaches that the

priests of the Lord had

become acidic. They

were corrosive and destructive

to the people of God. They were

to preach the Word and explain the Law of

God to the people, but instead they caused

the people to stumble! They had corrupted

the covenant of the Lord and they were unfaithful

to discharge their duties to declare

the whole counsel of God!

The preacher can become acidic and

destructive to the people of God when he

fails to be faithful to His calling and to the

One who has called him to ministry! When

the preacher is more concerned about his

own honor and glory rather than that of the

Lord Jesus Christ, he has become acidic

to God’s people! When he looks to teach

man made, man-centered theology rather

than declaring the whole counsel of God,

he has become acidic to God’s people!

When he cares more for the building, the

budget and the bank account than he does

about being faithful to the God of the Bible

then he has become acidic, corrosive and

destructive to God’s people!

The last element of this corrupt priesthood

is that the priests were adulterous.

Malachi 2: 13-15, says, “… And this

is the second thing you do: you cover

the altar of the Lord with tears, with

weeping and crying; so he does not regard

the offering anymore, nor receive

it with good will from your hands. Yet

you say, ‘For what reason?’ Because

the Lord has been witness between you

and the wife of your youth, with whom

you have dealt treacherously; yet she

is your companion and your wife by

covenant. But did He not make them

one…” The Bible paints a clear picture of

adultery here: a man has a wife by covenant,

yet he breaks

the covenant with

his wife to pursue

another. The priests

were also committing “spiritual adultery”

against God! They had forsaken the Lord,

their responsibilities, and their calling to

embrace the desires of their flesh and the

lusts of their minds!

I submit to you that there is much spiritual

adultery taking place in the church

from those who are supposed to be the

leaders! Its time to call on the preachers to

repent! Its time to call out their adultery and

demand that they stop cheating on God!

It’s time for the corruption to be purged

from the priesthood! If the church is to

have more than religion, and if the church

is to have genuine revival, then something

must happen in the hearts of the preachers!

Israel had only religion, because there was

a corrupt priesthood that was apathetic,

acidic and adulterous!

The priests, however, did not bear all

the responsibility. Israel experienced religion

rather than revival because they were

A Corrupt People: They robbed God.

In Malachi 3: 8-12 we find that familiar

passage concerning the tithe. The Bible

teaches that the tithe is the Lord’s, the

tithe is a test, and the tithe can be put to

the test. Some may think that tithing and

giving in general may not have anything to

do with revival, but I would submit that it

has a great deal to do with revival! Tithing

and giving are matters of obedience. You

don’t have to pray about tithing and giving

to support work of the Lord. You may pray

about exactly what God would have you

to give, but as far as whether you should

give or not, that isn’t a matter that requires

prayer; it is simply a matter that requires

obedience! You are supposed to tithe! You

are supposed to give! To fail in doing so is

to rob God! The people of Israel, according

to Malachi 3: 8, were robbing God. They

were corrupt, selfish and stingy; and they

failed in being obedient to God! Now consider

this, reader: Revival never comes to a disobedient people! As long as people

in the church harden their hearts toward

God and fail to obey Him in the practice of

tithing and giving offerings unto the Lord,

there is no reason to expect revival! You

can’t rob God and then expect Him to

bless you for it!

Then we see that the people railed

against God. In chapter 3: 13-15 the people

said, “… ‘It is useless to serve God;

what profit is it that we have kept His ordinance,

and that we have walked as mourners

before the Lord of hosts? So now we

call the proud blessed, for those who do

wickedness are raised up; they even tempt

God and go free.’…” Can you not sense

their anger and contempt for God in these

verses? They exalt what is evil and demean

what is holy. Corruption led the people to

rant, to rave and to rail in rebellion towards

the Lord! Dear reader, revival will only be

granted to a repentant people, never to a

rebellious people! If we’re to have revival

in America then the church must come to

repentance! We must shun sin and submit

to the Savior! We must run from our complacency,

our apathy and our corruption!

We must stop our complaints and express

some contrition! Revival requires repentance!

The people of God must come back

to repentance!

Finally, corruption is seen in that the people

rejected God. Chapter 2: 17, says, “…

You have wearied the Lord with your

words; yet you say, ‘In what way have we

wearied Him?’ In that you say, ‘Everyone

who does evil is good in the sight of

the Lord, and He delights in them.’ Or,

‘Where is the God of justice?’…” This

is the source of the people’s corruption.

They were wicked and rebellious because

they rejected God! They created a god of

their own imagination: one who took pleasure

in sin and delighted in those who do

evil. Their god was one who would bless

no matter how wretched and sinful they

were! But their god was not real! Their god

was religion! Revival will come when we

repent of our sin instead of asking God to

bless it! Revival will come when we forsake

our sin instead of making excuses for

it! Revival will come when we reject our

sin and run to the Savior in brokenness and

humility! The question that you have to

consider is this: Which do you desire more:

revival or religion?

In the name of Jesus, I call on the preachers

of America to repent! In the name of

Jesus, I call on the people of America to

repent! We’ve had enough religion; we

need revival!

